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The purpose of the article is to introduce the history of military sociology 

and the peculiarities of its development in Armenia. Among the middle-range 
sociological theories, military sociology has an important place, which, was 
developed due to the need for theoretical and applied knowledge of the military 
field, as well as the possibility of developing theoretical, methodological 
concepts, approaches and expanding its use. In order to better understand the 
theoretical basis of military sociology, the scope of study and its practical 
significance, it is necessary to comprehensively consider the period of 
development of sociology as social science and the scientific environment, 
preconditions and reasons under which military sociology emerged.  

The stages of the development of sociology in the world were also 
reflected in Armenia, respectively laying the foundations of military sociology 
by the same logic. In the second half of the 20th century, the period of 
emergence and development of a sociological, psychological approach to the 
study of war was followed by a period of development of military-sociological 
research methodologies and their experiments within the institution, after which 
military-sociological researches were conducted in the last decade to identify a 
number of military problems. 

Armenia's regional military-political challenges presuppose the need for a 
consistent solution to the security sector's problems, in particular, ensuring the 
army's combat readiness, the introduction of staffing and quality improvement 
mechanisms, use of modern technologies, opportunities, and other complex actions.  

From the perspective of military-sociological research, there is an 
inevitable need for studies on highly relevant topics, which will be aimed at 
revealing the problems of the army and the development of the security system. 

Armenia's regional military-political challenges presuppose the need for a 
consistent solution to the security sector's problems, in particular, ensuring the 
army's combat readiness, the introduction of staffing and quality improvement 
mechanisms, use of modern technologies, opportunities, and other complex 
actions1. A sufficient basis is needed for action to address security issues 

                                                        
1 Ա. Խաչիկյան, Բանակը որպես սոցիալական ինստիտուտ. ԶՈւ-ի և զինծառայու-

թյան նկատմամբ վերաբերմունքի և դրանց հեղինակության ապահովման պրոբլեմներ, 
ՀՀ ՊՆ ՊԱՀՀ «Հայկական բանակ» ռազմագիտական հանդես, 2019, Էջ 76-89: 
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through comprehensive theoretical-applied knowledge and research. The studies 
of the above-mentioned issues are of interdisciplinary nature and suppose both 
sociological and technical-naturalistic approaches. In this context, it is an 
inevitable necessity to consider the theoretical-research possibilities and 
perspectives of military-sociological knowledge in the field of study. 

A. Atanesyan and others note։ "The social relations taking place in the 
society, the common norms and values, the behavioral models, as well as the 
problems and processes are reflected in the army, conditioning the structural 
features of the army as a social institution, the combat effectiveness, the 
relations in the military collectives2". It should be emphasized that the social 
institution is an organized system of relations, social norms, which unites 
important social values and procedures that meet the basic needs of society3. 
The study of social structures and processes in the military sphere is in the field 
of military sociology, which views the army as a social institution and the 
military as a key unit of the social institution. 

The military field is one of the most monitored areas and its peculiarities 
are considered as a clear set of values, rules, norms, values around a systematic 
defense goal. It is aimed at the study of military personnel as a collective, 
moreover, in terms of coexistence in combat situations in the conditions of more 
clearly defined goals and values compared to civilian life. 

Among the middle-range sociological theories, military sociology has an 
important place, which, as we have mentioned, was developed due to the need for 
theoretical and applied knowledge of the military field, as well as the possibility of 
developing theoretical, methodological concepts, approaches and expanding its use. 

Military sociology studies the functions of military structures as a social 
institution in war and peacetime, internal social processes and relationships, 
development, and interactions with other social institutions, as well as the social 
processes and relations of groups within a military organization. 

One of the issues studied in military sociology is the social profile of the 
military: their gender, age, education, ethnicity, place of residence, language, 
economic status. The generalization of these features allows not only to get an 
idea of the types of servicemen in the army, their commonalities and 
differences, on the basis of which different informal subgroups are often formed 
in the military personnel, but also to make predictable and manageable the 
relations and possible conflicts between these subgroups4․ 
                                                        

2 Ա. Վ. Աթանեսյան, Ա. Ե. Մկրտիչյան, Ա. Ռ. Ավետիսյան, Ա. Ռ. Սահակյան, Վ. Հ. 
Մարգարյան, Մ. Ա. Մախալկինա, Բանակ և հասարակություն. ժամանակակից հիմնա-
խնդիրներ։ Ուսումնական ձեռնարկ բուհերի և ռազմական հաստատությունների 
համար, Եր., «Ասողիկ» 2013, էջ 21: 

3 Фролов С. С. Социология. Учебник. Для высших учебных заведений. М.: Наука, 
1994, 256 с. 

4 Наумова Н. Ф., Сычева В. С. Общественное мнение о социальных проблемах ар-
мии России // Социологические исследования, 1993, № 12, с. 81. 
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Thus, the study of military sociology includes the connection of the army 
as a social institution; relations with other institutions of society, the study of 
servicemen's problems and ways to solve them; peculiarities of relations 
between military personnel and their members, adaptation of new servicemen to 
military service and adaptation of ex-servicemen to civilian life, issues related 
to the attitude of the servicemen towards the servicemen and military service, as 
well as public attitude and mutual trust issues, understanding the war as a social 
phenomenon, etc5. 

In order to better understand the theoretical basis of military sociology, the 
scope of study and its practical significance, it is necessary to comprehensively 
consider the period of development of sociology as social science and the 
scientific environment, preconditions and reasons under which military 
sociology emerged. 

The founder of sociology, Auguste Comte, in his "The Course of Positive 
Philosophy", addresses a number of topics that we undoubtedly include in 
military sociology today. Comte's analysis of the social crisis of his time led 
him to construct a social history of mankind based on an evolutionary, linear 
concept based on the enlightenment principle of human development. The 
military, along with religion, plays a fundamental role in this construction, 
especially before the emergence of the industrial, bureaucratic and civil aspects 
of society6: According to Comte, the first tools of man were weapons, and the 
first established power in the group was the head of the armed forces. In the 
early 1940s, real contributions to sociological research in the military sphere 
emerged within various disciplines. But the rise of military sociology was not a 
result of academic planning, but of development, as it was conditioned by a 
major social event, World War II. The development of military sociology was 
entirely marked by autonomy, diversity, and sometimes contradictions7. 

Although military sociology has largely originated in the United States and 
has been applied to specific cases by The American Soldier's vast research, 
studies of the military field and war preceded it for nearly a century and they are 
traditionally considered “sociological”8. 

Thus, the sociology of the military sphere is an interconnected set of theo-
retical-empirical levels of sociological knowledge. Depending on the research 
problem, in some cases, a theoretical understanding of this or that phenomenon 
is needed, and in some cases, the goal is to search for specific factors, their de-
scription, classification, etc. 
                                                        

5 Ռազմական սոցիոլոգիա. ուսումնական նյութերի ժողովածու (Լ. Հարությունյանի 
խմբ.), Եր., 2005, էջ 6: 

6 Comte Օ., Understood as “history without the names of individuals and even without 
those of peoples”, 1967, p. 123. 

7 Caforio G., Nuciari M., Handbook of the Sociology of the Military-Springer Interna-
tional Publishing, 2018, p. 5. 

8 Comte Օ., Understood as “history without the names of individuals and even without 
those of peoples”, 1967, p. 123. 
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The importance of military-sociological research should be considered in 
the context of the creation of a general mechanism for ensuring the security of 
the state, the development and introduction of the ideological and military-
technical system of national security9. 

The military-sociological research of the military personnel focuses on the 
relationship and communication features of its members, emphasizes the for-
mal-informal mechanisms of leadership, the dynamics of intra-group processes, 
the conflict-cooperative behavior among the servicemen- and other important 
issues. The sociometric technique developed by J. Moreno is used to study the 
above-mentioned problems10. 

Topics related to military-sociological research include the totality of the 
relations between the military and the civil sphere, including the development of 
military-civilian oversight mechanisms, cooperation between military-civilian 
institutions, and a number of other issues developed by both Western and Ar-
menian experts11. 

Military-sociological studies in the USSR were conducted within the 
framework of very narrow problems, they were mainly of practical nature, they 
were not completed at the theoretical-conceptual level. Meanwhile, military-
sociological research in the United States has contributed to both the develop-
ment of sociology and the reform of the armed forces. 

One of the important stages in the development of military sociology is re-
lated to World War I as the first unprecedented large-scale multidimensional 
military-political reality. During the mentioned period, certain grounds were 
formed to develop the methodology and technique of conducting sociological 
research in the Armed Forces. 

During the years of the Soviet Union, the development and use of military 
sociology was outlined, in particular, after the lifting of the ban on sociology as 
a forbidden science at the 20th Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union in 1956 a specific military-sociological research group started operating 
at the Lenin Military-Political Academy12. 

Thus, during the development of military sociology, some directions were 
used in the American and European scientific and military domains, and during 
the Soviet years, some restrictions had a negative impact on the development of 
                                                        

9 Հ. Ս. Քոթանջյան, Հակամարտության էթնոքաղաքագիտություն: Հայաստանի 
ռազմական քաղաքականության և ազգային անվտանգության հիմունքներ, ՀՀ ՊՆ Դ. 
Կանայանի անվ. ազգային ռազմավարական հետազոտությունների ինստիտուտ, Եր., 
2010: 

10 Moreno, J. L., . Sociometry, Experimental Method and the Science of Society: An Ap-
proach to a New Political Orientation. Beacon House, 1951. 

11 Albright D. E. “Comparative Conceptualization of Civil-Military Relations”. World 
Politics, Vol. 32, No. 4 (Jul., 1980), pp. 553-576; Sarkesian S. C. “Military Professionalism and 
Civil-Military Relations in the West”. International Political Science Review / Revue internation-
ale de science politique, Vol.2, No. 3, Civil-Military Relations (1981), pp. 283-297. 

12 Образцов И. В. Советская военная социология: процесс институционализации оте-
чественной военной социологии // Социологические исследования, 2003, № 12, с. 66. 



 34 

military sociology, being an obstacle to the development of both theoretical and 
research directions. 

The formation of military sociology in Armenia was based on the 
sociological and military heritage of the USSR. 

Representatives of the sociological and military circle in Armenia, national 
figures such as Garegin Nzhdeh, in their oral works, in one way or another 
referred to the existing and desirable features of the military, the public role of 
the army, the army-society relations, as well as intra-army issues. Naturally, 
they did not identify that content as a sociological or publicist idea in the field 
of military sociology. 

The stages of the development of sociology in the world were also 
reflected in Armenia, respectively laying the foundations of military sociology 
by the same logic. In the second half of the 20th century, the period of 
emergence and development of a sociological, psychological approach to the 
study of war was followed by a period of development of military-sociological 
research methodologies and their experiments within the institution, after which 
military-sociological researches were conducted in the last decade to identify a 
number of military problems. 

Attempts have been made to conduct military-sociological research in 
Armenia at the end of the Soviet years, also after the declaration of 
independence, when servicemen were provided with a formalized questionnaire, 
which was filled out summarizing the attitude and satisfaction of the soldiers of 
the military unit. At the stage of the formation of the Armenian army, the 
culture of military research was also formed in parallel, mostly manifested by 
the introduction of sociology and psychology research tools. 

Armenia's independence and the Artsakh war played a pivotal role in the 
development of military-sociological thought and knowledge, as the "military" 
category became very relevant and in demand. At this stage a unique situation 
was created, military leaders became political leaders, formed the power, which 
meant that systemic and professional solutions to the army's problems were a 
priority for policymakers and decision-makers. 

The foundations of institutional-systemic establishment and development 
of military sociology as one of the fields of sociology in the Republic of 
Armenia were laid by the Honorary Head of Chair of YSU Applied Sociology, 
then the founder of the Faculty of Sociology professor Lyudmila Harutyunyan. 

On her own initiative, with the support of the then Minister of Defense of 
the Republic of Armenia Serzh Sargsyan, the first textbook "Military 
Sociology" dedicated to Armenian issues was published in Armenian13. Some of 
the co-authors of this textbook today hold leading positions in the field of 
conducting military-sociological research in the RA, have permanent 
                                                        

13 Տե՛ս Ռազմական սոցիոլոգիա. ուսումնական նյութերի ժողովածու: 
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cooperation with the Armed Forces of the RA, carry out the expert-analytical 
activity, teach military sociology, including Lyudmila H. Harutyunyan, Arthur 
V. Atanesyan, Aleksandr R. Avetisyan, Artur E. Mkrtichyan. The course 
"Military Sociology" has been introduced in the educational system since 2006 
at YSU Faculty of Sociology. 

Unlike other middle-range sociological theories, the peculiarities of the 
development of military sociology are conditioned by the fact that the security 
system is somewhat isolated, which in turn puts the development of this field 
directly dependent on the functional responsibility of key individuals in this 
system and how the research is important for them. 

The Armenian army inherited the structures and institutional components 
of the Soviet Union's security system, which were adapted to the newly formed 
armed forces at war. The AHTA Department, which has been part of the 
Ministry of Defense of the Republic of Armenia since 1993 (since 2019, the 
Department of Moral and Psychological Support of the RA Armed Forces) 
carries out the moral and psychological support of the Armed Forces, including 
a comprehensive study of individual and psychological characteristics of 
servicemen14. During the implementation of the above-mentioned researches in 
the structure of the RA Ministry of Defense, the theoretical-methodological 
resource of sociology was inevitably used, and in some cases, the methodology 
of the sociological researches was used, but the research was not always 
identified and called "sociological". 

Drastamat Kanayan Institute for National Strategic Studies (INSS) has been 
operating in the structure of the RA Armed Forces since 2005, on the basis of 
which the National Defense Research University of the RA Ministry of Defense 
was established in 201615. The goal of the NDRU is to increase the level of 
efficiency of the security-defense system of Armenia by bridging research and 
educational activities. Since its establishment, the NDRU of RA Ministry of 
Defense has aimed to professionally meet the internal and external challenges to 
the RA national security system, as well as to adequately respond to current 
trends in the transformation and development of higher education at the 
international and national levels16. Within the framework of the structure, there is 
also the "Armenian Army" military science journal of the RA Ministry of 
Defense, where scientific works related to the field of sociology are published. 

In 2012, with the support of YSU Faculty of Sociology and cooperating 
                                                        

14 ՀՀ ԶՈՒ բարոյահոգեբանական ապահովման վարչություն, ՀՀ ՊՆ պաշտոնա-
կան կայք, http://www.mil.am/hy/structures/29, 13․05․2020թ․: 

15 ՀՀ ՊՆ Պաշտպանական ազգային հետազոտական համալսարան, ՀՀ ՊՆ 
պաշտոնական կայք, http://www.mil.am/hy/structures/63, 13․05․2020թ․: 

16 Վ. Մարգարյան, Ա. Աթանեսյան, Ռազմավարական պաշտպանական-անվտան-
գային կրթության ազգային ինստիտուտը` որպես ՀՀ ՊՆ պաշտպանական ազգային 
հետազոտական համալսարանի գիտակրթական բաղադրիչ, ՀՀ ՊՆ ՊԱՀՀ «Հայկական 
բանակ» ռազմագիտական հանդեսի հավելված, 3(35), 2015, էջ 40-52: 
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organizations, an extensive sociometric survey was conducted in 6 military 
units of the RA Ministry of Defense, and in 2015, specialists of YSU Faculty of 
Sociology, with the support of the OSCE Office in Yerevan, conducted a 
survey. Prior to this research, in 2012, on the initiative of Colonel A. R. 
Avetisyan, a number of leading Armenian experts and specialists of YSU Chair 
of Applied Sociology developed the "Military Leadership" course for the first 
time in the RA Military Educational Institutions, after which the first Armenian-
language textbook in that field was developed and published. In general, many 
specialists in the professional community of sociologists have written articles, 
research and analysis in the scope of military sociology. 

In the context of security policy, the Nation-Army concept was of crucial 
importance, within the framework of which the strategy and vision of the army-
society relations were formulated. In the realm of nation-army relations, the full 
range of effective army-society relations is particularly important, including an 
adequate public perception of the army's functions, an awareness of the need to 
participate in national defense, state defense, and the ability to participate in 
army building17. 

In 2017, the Ministry of Defense of the Republic of Armenia launched the 
"Ditaket" sociological research program (survey with demobilized soldiers) 
within the framework of the "Nation-Army" concept18. The military-
sociological survey "Ditaket" was aimed at revealing the problems related to 
military service, giving an opportunity to outline effective ways to solve them, 
to respond quickly to the issues raised, to assess public perceptions of the 
Armed Forces, to make appropriate decisions and, accordingly, to plan defense 
policy priorities19. In 2019, under the coordination of the AHTA Department of 
the RA Ministry of Defense, a study of social-psychological issues was 
conducted among the servicemen of the N military unit of the RA Ministry of 
Defense. In the research, a combined use of sociological-psychological methods 
was organized through a questionnaire and psychological tests20. 

Thus, military sociology became somewhat relevant in the post-Soviet 
                                                        

17 Ա. Աթանեսյան, Հայաստանում բանակի և զինծառայողների հեղինակության 
ապահովման հիմնախնդիրները «ազգ–բանակ» հայեցակարգային մոդելի մշակման 
համատեքստում, ՀՀ ՊՆ ՊԱՀՀ «Հայկական բանակ» ռազմագիտական հանդես 4 (90), 
2016, էջ 121: 

18 ՀՀ Պաշտպանության նախարարության «Դիտակետ» ծրագիր, ԲՐԵՎԻՍ ընկե-
րություն, «ԴԻՏԱԿԵՏ». Զինվորական ծառայության պայմաններից զորացրվածների գո-
հունակության գնահատում, Սոցիոլոգիական հետազոտություն զորացրվածների հետ, 
Եր., 2018: 

19 ՀՀ պաշտպանության նախարարը հանդիպել է «Դիտակետ» ծրագրին մասնակ-
ցած երիտասարդների հետ, ՀՀ ՊՆ պաշտոնական կայք, http://mil.am/hy/news/5145, 
13.05.2020: 

20 Խ. Գասպարյան, Ա. Խաչիկյան, ՀՀ ՊՆ N զորամասի սոցիալ-հոգեբանական 
խնդիրների ուսումնասիրություն (ՀՀ ՊՆ ԱՀՏԱ վարչության, «ԱՐԱՐ» հիմնադրամի, 
«ԲՐԵՎԻՍ» հետազոտական ընկերության և «ԻՆԹՐԱ» հոգեկան առողջության կենտրո-
նի համագործակցությամբ), Եր., 2019: 
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stage of Armenia, with its special military-sociological problems and chal-
lenges. The Artsakh war, army building, the introduction of the Nation-Army 
concept and the reforms of the security system became a key impetus and had a 
significant impact on the development of military sociology. 

Both in Armenia and in the world scientific environment, military sociol-
ogy is unique in that there is a special duality among specialists in the field, 
who are divided between academics working in universities, research centers 
and military scientists working in other similar institutes. 

From the point of view of ensuring the efficiency of the army, taking into 
account the adequate international experience in the modern reform system of 
the RA Armed Forces, continuous military-sociological research is needed on 
the public perceptions of the army as well as in the military groups, in order to 
permanently identify the sources of conflict situations and correct them21. 

Thus, the study of military sociology requires, on the one hand, an ade-
quate sociological professional basis, and on the other hand, a thorough knowl-
edge of the military field. That is why researchers who have extensive research 
experience in the military environment or officers who have relevant profes-
sional training are more representative in this field22. 

In order to make effective use of military-sociological theoretical-research 
capabilities, it is necessary to institutionalize continuous military-sociological 
research, including the complex research mechanisms to address and improve 
military service issues. Based on the principle of compulsory military service of 
the Armenian Army, it is necessary to conduct a research before military service 
start and after demobilization in order to identify problems (pre-survey and 
post-survey). In order to improve the diagnosis and improvement of 
interpersonal and intergroup relations of the military personnel, it is necessary 
to conduct sociometric research. The development of the field and the practical 
need are interrelated. And sometimes the distrust of the military-political 
leaders towards the scientific sphere has caused a decrease in a certain 
development. Therefore, it is necessary for the military, including the military 
leadership, the decision-makers of the defense sector to use knowledge-based 
management of the army and have at least the same level of interest in military-
sociological research as the representatives of the relevant sociological field 
have. 

Outlining the prospects of military-sociological research in the Armenian 
army, it should be noted that there is a rich theoretical and research resource for 
conducting research, as well as to establish an institutional mechanism to ensure 
                                                        

21 Տե՛ս Ա. Աթանեսյան, Հայաստանում բանակի և զինծառայողների հեղի-
նակության ապահովման հիմնախնդիրները «ազգ–բանակ» հայեցակարգային մոդելի 
մշակման համատեքստում, ՀՀ ՊՆ ՊԱՀՀ «Հայկական բանակ» ռազմագիտական 
հանդես 4 (90), 2016, էջ 135: 

22 Caforio G., Nuciari M., Handbook of the Sociology of the Military-Springer International 
Publishing, 2018, p. 5. 
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their applicability. 
Prospects for the development of military sociology can be outlined in 

three main areas: in the army, in the education system, as well as in the field of 
research. 

This article presents the structures and subdivisions under the Ministry of 
Defense of the Republic of Armenia, that have accumulated vast knowledge, 
experience, institutional memory, so there are systemic-structural opportunities, 
the effective implementation of which and the optimal use of available 
resources can contribute to the institutional development of military sociology. 

The next perspective for the development of this interdisciplinary field is 
to include it as part of the educational component in the relevant subject 
curricula of educational institutions, including Military Institutions, 
Universities, Preliminary military training course at school, etc. It is also 
necessary to promote the study of the topic in the scientific field and the 
implementation of scientific research works. 

It is necessary to emphasize the prospects of conducting research on the 
topic by research institutions, as well as the opportunities for methodological 
cooperation with relevant entities in the defense system. 

More active discussion by the professional community on the subject of 
military sociology in general on the social science agenda is also important. 

In case of effective use of the military research arsenal of military 
sociology, using professional resources, institutional-knowledge-based 
mechanisms can be formed, which will enable to study, identify and settle many 
issues in the military sphere, such as formal-informal leadership, non-statutory 
relationships, conflicts in the group, personnel management, army recruitment 
mechanisms, as well as perceptions of the army and military service rating. 

Thus, in the perspective of military-sociological research, there is an 
inevitable need for studies on highly relevant topics, which will be aimed at 
revealing the problems of the army and the development of the security system. 

 
Key words: military sociology, social institution of the army, the Armenian army, military 

sociological research 
 
ԱՐՄԵՆ ԽԱՉԻԿՅԱՆ – Ռազմական սոցիոլոգիան Հայաստանում. արդի 

վիճակը և զարգացման հեռանկարները – Հոդվածում ներկայացվում են ռազ-
մական սոցիոլոգիայի պատմությանը և դրա զարգացման առանձնահատ-
կությունները Հայաստանում: Սոցիոլոգիական տեսությունների շարքում 
կարևոր տեղ է զբաղեցնում ռազմական սոցիոլոգիան, որը զարգացում ապրեց 
ռազմական ոլորտում տեսական և կիրառական գիտելիքների, ինչպես նաև 
մեթոդաբանական հասկացությունների, մոտեցումների մշակման և դրանց 
օգտագործման հնարավորությունների ընդլայնման անհրաժեշտությամբ 
պայմանավորված: Ռազմական սոցիոլոգիայի տեսական հիմքերը, ուսումնա-
սիրության շրջանակը և դրա գործնական նշանակությունն ավելի լավ հաս-
կանալու համար անհրաժեշտ է համակողմանի դիտարկել Հայաստանում 
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ռազմական սոցիոլոգիայի ձևավորման գիտական միջավայրը, նախադրյալ-
ներն ու պատճառները, ինչպես նաև զարգացման փուլերը: 

 
Բանալի բառեր – ռազմական սոցիոլոգիա, բանակի սոցիալական ինստիտուտ, 

հայկական բանակ, ռազմասոցիոլոգիական հետազոտություններ, կիրառական գիտե-
լիքներ 

 
АРМЕН ХАЧИКЯН – Военная социология в Армении: современное со-

стояние и перспективы развития. – Цель статьи – познакомить с историей во-
енной социологии и особенностями её развития в Армении. Военная социология, 
которая развивалась в связи с необходимостью теоретических и прикладных зна-
ний в военной области, занимает важное место среди социологических дисциплин 
среднего уровня. Она разрабатывает теоретические и методологические концеп-
ции и подходы и расширяет возможности их использования. Для лучшего пони-
мания теоретических основ военной социологии, объёма исследования и его 
практического значения необходимо всесторонне рассмотреть научную среду, 
предпосылки и причины возникновения, а также этапы развития военной социо-
логии в стране. 

  
Ключевые слова: военная социология, социальный институт армии, Армянская ар-

мия, военно-социологические исследования  
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