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Miniaturization of antipodal Vivaldi antenna (AVA) based on high dielectric
constant and magnetodielectric ferrite materials is studied. The basic parameters
of antipodal Vivaldi antenna based on high dielectric and magnetodielectric
materials (MDM) are compared. To miniaturize the size of the antenna by a
higher factor, MDM ferrite with paremeters εr = µr = 8 is used. The analysis
shows that MDM based Vivaldi antenna surface is minimized by a factor of
4 compared to that of air-based Vivaldi antenna. The sizes of AVA are 120×
120×1 (mm).
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Introduction. Recent wireless devices demand wide bandwidth, high data rate,
and more capacity. Due to the rapid development of wireless communication, ultra-
wideband (UWB) antennas/systems are becoming highly attractive in many wideband
applications such as broadband wireless communications, UWB interference and
imaging systems [1]. Vivaldi antennas which are also called exponential tapered slot
antennas were introduced as a new class of UWB antenna. It’s linearly polarized
and can operate at wide bandwidth with high and constant gain [2, 3]. The antipodal
Vivaldi antenna (AVA) offers many advantages such as good return loss, minimal
signal distortion, and does not influence the UWB band pulse shape. The basic shape
of Vivaldi antenna consists of a feed line, which is usually microstrip or stripline,
and the radiating structure. Many designs of Vivaldi antenna have been reported
with difference radiating structure. The exponentially tapered curves are the most
solution that can provide broad band [4]. One major requirement is miniaturization
of UWB antenna due to devices are becoming more and more compact and portable
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in many applications. The demand of miniaturized antenna is ever increasing as
the inception of radio-frequency devices [5]. The main point of electrically small
antenna (ESA) is: antenna dimension is much smaller than the operating wavelength.
Currently for fabrication of miniaturized antennas mostly use high dielectric and low
loss materials as substrates. Practically it is possible to realize substrate with approxi-
mately εr = 12 dielectric constant. On the over hand, the using of magnetodielectric
materials (MDMs) are also miniaturize antenna size, but by the higher factor than
high permittivity dielectric material, however using moderate values of εr and µr.
MDM ferrites possess relatively high permeability and permittivity simultaneously
over a wide frequency range, which are effective in reducing the electromagnetic
wavelength [6–8]:

λ =
λ0√
µrεr

. (1)

Problem Statement. In this paper MDM based AVA is investigated and the
miniaturization in the geometrical surface, about four times in comparison with AVA
without substrate is demonstrated. The structure of antipodal Vivaldi antenna is shown
in Fig. 1. The proposed antenna includes two main parts: feed line and the radiation
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Fig. 1. The structure of designed AVA.

flares. The shape of the flares is designed in the form of elliptical curves. The elliptical
configuration presents especially good broadband characteristics due to the smooth
transition between the radiation flares and the feeding line. Equation for tapered slot
is given by [4, 9]:

y =±(C1ex +C2) , (2)

where C1 and C2 are given by:
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C1 =
y2 − y1

eax2 − eax1
, (3)

C2 =
y1eax2 − y2eax1

eax2 − eax1
. (4)

In these equations C1 and C2 are constants, a is a rate of increase of exponential
curve; x1, y1, x2 and y2 accordingly are start and end points of exponential curve [1].
In the design the start and end points of exponential curves are:



y1(x)→ x1 = 0, x2 = L, y1 =−
Wf
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Wf

2
, y2 =

W
2
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(5)

Theoretically, the upper frequency limit of a Vivaldi antenna is infinity. The
lower frequency limit depends mainly on the width of antenna and the effective
dielectric constant. Given the lowest frequency of operation range ( fmin), thickness
of the substrate (h), its dielectric (εr) and magnetic (µr) constant the width (W ) and
length (L) of the antenna structure is calculated using the following equation [2]:

W = L =
c

2 fmin
√

µe f f εe f f

. (6)

Research Results. AVA on a free space, high constant dielectric and magnetodi-
electric ferrite substrates at fmin = 1 GHz minimum operating frequency is researched
and designed. For comparing with used high dielectric AVA parameters, the charac-
teristics of the MDM material are chosen, thus µrεr is equal to the permittivity of
the selected high dielectric material: µrεr = 1 · εr1 . For increasing miniaturization
coefficient the Magnetodielectric ferrite material is used with high dielectric and
magnetic constant.

Full-wave numerical analysis based on the FEM/MoM is conducted to investi-
gate AVA based on dielectric and MDM in order to minimize antenna sizes. Antennas
are designed in FEKO environment.

AVA Design Without Substrate. At the first stage the AVA without substrate:
εr = µr = 1 is considered, distance between top and bottom layers: h = 1 mm. Based
on Eq. 6, the structural parameters of AVA: W = L = 24 cm, Wf = 8.5 mm, as line
with 50 Ω impedance are estimated.

The coefficients of Eq. (2) are obtained during the simulation by optimizing
reflection and radiation characteristics. As a result, the end point of y3(x) and y4(x)
curved is L1 = 8 cm, the equations for top and bottom tapered slots are:
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y1(x) = 62.5 ·10−5e41x −62.5 ·10−5,

y2(x) =−(62.5 ·10−5e41x −62.5 ·10−5),

y3(x) = 100 ·10−5e100x −100 ·10−5,

y4(x) =−(100 ·10−5e100x −100 ·10−5).

(7)

As shown in the Fig. 2, antenna voltage standing wave ratio (VSWR) < 2.5 at
the f = 1 . . .23.8 GHz frequency range. At 1 . . .23.8 GHz frequency range antenna
gain in the main radiation direction changes from 4 . . .13.2 dBi (see Fig. 3), beamwidth
in θ plane is 2θ0.5 = 24.8◦ . . .164.2◦, in ϕ plane: 2ϕ0.5 = 40◦ . . .76◦ (see Fig. 4).
Antenna side lobe level (SLL) is: SLL= 1.4 . . .10 dB.

  

Fig. 2. VSWR vs frequency AVA on a free Fig. 3. Gain variation vs frequency of AVA
space. on a free space.

 

                       
a b 

Fig. 4. AVA radiation pattern at 1, 10 and 20 GHz frequency in θ (a) and ϕ (b) plane.

In order to further understand the behavior of the AVA structure, the current
distribution of the free space-based AVA is investigated, which is shown in Fig. 5. As
shown in Figure, at whole working frequency range antenna approximately have the
same current distribution.
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a b c 

Fig. 5. Surface Current Distribution on AVA without substrate
at 1 (a), 10 (b), 20 GHz (c) frequencies.

AVA Characteristics Based on High Dielectric Constant. Farther, AVA based
on with low loss and high dielectric constant substrate (tgδ = 0.005,εr = 11.7) is
studied and designed. The thickness of substrate is chosen as h = 1 mm. Minimum
operating frequency is fmin = 1 GHz. Using Eq. 5, it’s calculated structural parameters
of AVA: W = L = 155 mm, Wf = 2 mm, as line with 50 Ω impedance.

The coefficients of Eq. (2) and end points of y3(x) and y4(x) are obtained during
the simulation optimizing reflection and radiation characteristics. As a result, the end
point of y3(x) and y4(x) curved is L1 = 77.6 mm, and obtained equations for top and
bottom tapered slots are:

y1(x) = 50 ·10−5e33x −50 ·10−5,

y2(x) =−(50 ·10−5e33x −50 ·10−5),

y3(x) = 50 ·10−5e70x −50 ·10−5,

y4(x) =−(50 ·10−5e70x −50 ·10−5).

(8)

     

a b 

Fig. 6. AVA VSWR (a) and gain (b) vs. frequency.

As shown in the Fig. 6, antenna VSWR < 2.5 at the f ≥ 1 GHz frequency
range. At 1 . . .4.8 GHz frequency range antenna gain in the main radiation direction
is 2 . . .8.5 dBi (see Fig. 6), beamwidth in θ plane is 2θ0.5 = 30◦ . . .179◦, ϕ in plane:
2ϕ0.5 = 34.5◦ . . .194◦ (see Fig. 7). Antenna side lobe level is: SLL=2.8 . . .11.9 dB.

Fig. 8 shows surface current distribution at 1, 2 and 4 GHz frequencies.
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Fig. 7. High dielectric constant material based AVA radiation pattern
in θ and ϕ plan at different frequencies.

             
 a b c 

Fig. 8. AVA surface current distribution at 1 (a), 2 (b), 4 GHz (c) frequencies.

As shown in Figure, at whole working frequency range antenna approximately have
the same current distribution.

AVA Characteristics Based on MDM. For comparing with used high dielectric
AVA parameters the characteristics of the MDM material are chosen, thus µrεr is
equal to the permittivity of the selected high dielectric material: µrεr = 1 · εr1.
Thus, antenna is designed on a magnetodielectric ferrite substrate with dielectric
constant εr = µr = 3.42, thickness h = 1 mm, dielectric loss tangent tgδ < 0.01 and
magnetic loss tangent tgδ = 0.01. Minimum operating frequency is fmin = 1 GHz.
Using Eq. 5, it’s calculated structural parameters of AVA: W = L = 155 mm;
Wf = 3.5 mm, as line with 50 Ω impedance.

The coefficients of these equations are obtained during the simulation
optimizing reflection and radiation characteristics. As a result, the end point of
y3(x) and y4(x) curved is L1 = 67 mm, and obtained equations for top and bottom
tapered slots are:
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y1(x) = 70 ·10−5e41x −70 ·10−5,

y2(x) =−(70 ·10−5e41x −70 ·10−5),

y3(x) = 0.5 ·10−3e100x −0.5 ·10−3,

y4(x) =−(0.5 ·10−3e100x −0.5 ·10−3).

(9)

Full-wave numerical analysis based on the FEM/MoM was conducted to inves-
tigate AVA based on magnetodielectric material in order to minimize antenna sizes.
As shown in the Fig. 9, antenna VSWR< 2.5 at the f ≥ 1 GHz frequency range.
At 1 . . .5.25 GHz frequency range antenna gain in the main radiation direction is
2 . . .8.5 dBi (see Fig. 9), beamwidth in θ plane is 2θ0.5 = 37◦ . . .179◦, in ϕ plane:
2ϕ0.5 = 34.5◦ . . .194◦ (see Fig. 10). Antenna side lobe level is: SLL = 2.5 . . .10.5 dB.

Fig. 11 shows surface current distribution at 1, 2.5 and 5 GHz frequencies. As
shown in Figure, at whole working frequency range antenna approximately have the
same current distribution. For comparing with high constant dielectric-based antenna,
in MDM based antennas, strong field confinement reduces, and the medium becomes
far less capacitive.

           

a b 

Fig. 9. MDM based AVA VSWR and gain.

AVA Miniaturization by High Factor. For increasing miniaturization factor the
magnetodielectric ferrite material is used with high dielectric and magnetic constant:
εr = µr = 8, thickness h = 1 mm, dielectric loss tangent tgδ < 0.01 and magnetic loss
tangent tgδ = 0.01. Minimum operating frequency is fmin = 1 GHz. Using Eq. 5, it’s
calculated structural parameters of AVA: W = L = 12 cm; Wf = 3.5 mm, as line with
50 Ω impedance.

As a result, the end point of y3(x) and y4(x) curved is L1 = 40 mm, and obtained
equations for top and bottom tapered slots are:

y1(x) = 40 ·10−5e42x −40 ·10−5,

y2(x) =−(40 ·10−5e42x −40 ·10−5),

y3(x) = 40 ·10−5e120x −40 ·10−5,

y4(x) =−(40 ·10−5e120x −40 ·10−5).

(10)



MINIATURIZED ANTIPODAL VIVALDI ANTENNA BASED ON. . . 81

 

                       a b 

Fig. 10. MDM based antenna radiation pattern in θ and ϕ plan
at different (1; 2.5 and 5 GHz) frequencies.

                      
 a b c 

Fig. 11. MDM based AVA surface current distribution at (a) 1, (b) 2.5, (c) 5 GHz frequencies.

     

a b 

Fig. 12. AVA VSWR and gain.

As shown in the Fig. 12, antenna VSWR< 2.7 at the f ≥ 1 GHz frequency
range. At 1 . . .3.5 GHz frequency range antenna gain in the main radiation direction
is 1.5 . . .5.7 dBi (see Fig. 12), beamwidth in θ plane at 1 . . .3.5 GHz frequency range
is 2θ0.5 = 78.3◦ . . .137.9◦, in ϕ plane: 2ϕ0.5 = 44◦ . . .77◦ (see Fig. 13). Antenna side
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 a b 

Fig. 13. Antenna radiation pattern at 1.5, 2, and 3 GHz frequency in θ (a) and ϕ (b) plane.

lobe level is: SLL = 1.4 . . .10 dB.

             
 a b c 

Fig. 14. MDM based AVA surface current distribution at 1.5 (a), 2 (b), 3 GHz (c) frequencies.

Fig. 14 shows surface current distribution at 1.5, 2 and 5 GHz frequencies. As
shown in Figure, at whole working frequency range antenna approximately have the
same current distribution.

Conclusion.
1. Based on the numerical calculations we have compared conventional

miniaturization method based on high dielectric permittivity substrate with a new one
based on the use of MDM as a substrate material for AVA. MDM also miniaturizes
antenna size by the same factor as high permittivity dielectric material, however, using
values of εr = 3.2 and µr = 3.2 and comparing with air-based Vivaldi antenna, antenna
surface minimizes 2.4 times. The using of MDM brings to the miniaturization of
antenna, improvement in gain bandwidth and perfect impedance matching between
material and free space over a wide bandwidth.

2. For increasing miniaturization factor the Magnetodielectric ferrite material
is used with high dielectric and magnetic constant. The parameters of MDM are
εr = µr = 8, dielectric loss tangent tgδ = 0.005 and magnetic loss tangent tgδ = 0.01.
At fmin = 1 GHz minimal frequency antenna size is 120×120 (mm). To comparing
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with the size of AVA without substrate, antenna surface minimizes 4 times. Designed
antenna bandwidth is 2.5 GHz, where gain range is 1.5 . . .5.7 dBi.
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MAGNISADI�LEKTRIKNERI HIMAN VRA ANTIPODAL VIVALDI

ANTENAYI �A�A�OQRACOWM

Owsowmnasirvel � bar�r di�lektrakan �a�anceliow�yamb  magnisa-
di�lektrikakan feritneri himan vra antipodal Vivaldi antenayi
�a�a�oqracowm�: Hamematvel en bar�r �a�anceliow�yamb di�lektriki  
magnisadi�lektrikneri (MDM) vra himnva� antipodal Vivaldi antenayi
himnakan bnow�agrer�: Antenayi �a�n aveli bar�r gor�akcov �oqracnelow
hamar �gtagor�vowm � MDM ferit, ori bnow�agrer�` εr = µr = 8: Verlow�ow-
�yown� cowyc � talis, or MDM-i vra himnva� antenayi makeres� nvazecvowm
� 4 angam` hamemata� a�anc takdiri Vivaldi antenayi het: Antipodal
Vivaldi antenayi �a�ern en 120×120×1(mm):

À. Ã. ÑÒÅÏÀÍßÍ, Î. Ñ. ÀÐÎßÍ

ÌÈÍÈÀÒÞÐÈÇÈÐÎÂÀÍÍÀß ÀÍÒÈÏÎÄÍÀß ÀÍÒÅÍÍÀ ÂÈÂÀËÜÄÈ

ÍÀ ÎÑÍÎÂÅ ÌÀÃÍÈÒÎÄÈÝËÅÊÒÐÈ×ÅÑÊÈÕ ÌÀÒÅÐÈÀËÎÂ

Èññëåäîâàíà ìèíèàòþðèçàöèÿ àíòèïîäíîé àíòåííû Âèâàëüäè (ÀÀÂ)

íà îñíîâå ìàòåðèàëîâ ñ âûñîêîé äèýëåêòðè÷åñêîé ïðîíèöàåìîñòüþ è

ìàãíèòîäèýëåêòðè÷åñêèõ ôåððèòîâ. Ñðàâíåíû îñíîâíûå ïàðàìåòðû ÀÀÂ

íà îñíîâå âûñîêîäèýëåêòðè÷åñêèõ è ìàãíèòîäèýëåêòðè÷åñêèõ ìàòåðèàëîâ

(ÌÄÌ). Äëÿ åùå áîëåå óìåíüøåíèÿ ðàçìåðà àíòåííû áûë ïðèìåíåí ôåððèò

ÌÄÌ ñ ïàðàìåòðàìè εr = µr = 8. Ïðîâåäåííûå àíàëèçû ïîêàçàëè, ÷òî

ïîâåðõíîñòü ÀÀÂ íà îñíîâå ÌÄÌ óìåíüøàåòñÿ â 4 ðàçà ïî ñðàâíåíèþ

ñ àíòåííîé Âèâàëüäè âîçäóøíîãî áàçèðîâàíèÿ. Ðàçìåðû ðàçðàáîòàííîé

ÀÀÂ 120×120×1 (ìì).


